INTRODUCTION 


Wises Aadreasson and Andreas (Andrew) Andersson arrived in the United States 
Sam Sets & 1669, choosing Challeen to be their American surname. They were half- 
ed a common mother but different fathers. Their ancestors and relatives, 
Sers and soldiers, mostly lived near the town of Ed and belonged to the 
oe Deis-E0 church parishes in the northwest part of Dalsland not far from the 
Noesen boe Magnus was age 21 and not married. Andrew was age 36 and left 
Ssa a Sweden a wife and two children. He had married Magnus! cousin, Anna 
‘Pctersdotier. end had a daughter, Christine, and a son, Anders Magnus, who were ages 
© ad 6 when he left. After spending a year in Chicago, Magnus and Andrew arrived in 
Massot end settled on some choice land along the shore of Rush Lake in Nessel 
‘SSeeshe. Chisago county. They cleared the land, built log cabin homes, and established 
‘er fms. After eleven years, in 1880, Andrew's wife and children finally arrived. 
‘Unfortunately, Andrew only lived for three more years after that. The next year Maria 
Ezabeth Forsdahl, came to America and shortly thereafter was married to Magnus. Maria 
hed been a maid-servant in the household of Magnus' father. After their marriage, Magnus 
and Maria had six children, one dying at birth. 


In this book, | have endeavored to identify and report on the ancestors and 
descendants of Magnus and Andrew Challeen. Information on their ancestors was obtained 
by researching the Swedish church records. The descendant information was obtained by 
researching census records and old newspapers, as well as solicitation of information from 
relatives. | have broken down the book into Chapters along family lines. There are four 
ancestral family lines reported for Magnus, Andrew and each of their wives. There are five 
descendant family lines. Three family lines are descendants of the “Rush Point Challeens", 
John, Frank, and Lydia, who were children of Magnus. Two family lines are reported for the 
descendants of Andrew. They are the "Jennings Line", who are descendants of Christine 
Challeen, and "The Pine City Challeens", who are descendants of Andrew Magnus (A.M.) 
Challeen. 


It is my hope that this book will be informative and interesting to Challeen 
descendants, both present and future, seeking to learn about their family roots. | wish to 
thank those who contributed information and gave me encouragement to proceed. 


Gordon E. Challeen 
Grandson of Magnus Challeen 
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